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“Josh MacIvor-Andersen straps the pieces of his own story to his 
back and takes us up into the canopy above, into a ‘tree hunger’ 
where he shaves and prunes and cuts until he arrives at the many 
shimmering truths of this beautifully told profession of love: for his 
brother, for physical labor, for the earth we have abused, for the 
search for God, for beauty, for the right woman, for the way to live 
this one life we are all given. This is one of the fi nest memoirs I’ve 
read in quite a while.”
— Andre Dubus III

“The most gripping, insightful, fi re-bright memoir I’ve read in a 
very long time.”— Jeremy Hawkins, author of The Last Days of Video

“Here is a new version of the old story where the promise of old 
made miraculously new falls short, and it’s left to the teller to make 
a different tale. Josh MacIvor-Andersen is a fi ne teller.”
— Kyle Minor, author of Praying When Drunk

“There is wrestling in these pages—honest and painful wrestling 
with demons and doubt, and it is this essayistic reckoning through 
story that pulls me in and keeps me watching, almost hypnotized.”
— Steven Church, author of One With the Tiger

“With a storyteller’s heart and a poet’s sensibility, Josh MacIvor-
Andersen uncovers everything dangerous and divine in the Tennes-
see treetops.”— Jeremy B. Jones, author of Bearwallow

“There’s a mighty lot of chainsaws and testosterone in this tale of 
purely male energy in youth—and then, surprise, it ripens into 
deep tenderness for all sentient beings. Truly half out of their minds 
when young, Aaron and Josh grow into men of compassion and in-
effable sweetness. MacIvor-Andersen’s On Heights & Hunger is a 
gorgeous and big-hearted memoir.”—Diana Hume George, author 
of The Lonely Other
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On Heights & Hunger is the story of two professional and competitive 
tree-climbing brothers, both hungry for transcendence and adventure, 
coming to terms with their relationship to the divine, the family that 
fi rst provided a framework for faith, and their own obsessions, 
victories, and failures.
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